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By ABEL WANTNER, Citizen of GLOUCESTER." 
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Of the Ancient City of . Glouceſter, from its 
"> Orfeinap" nt ny onnroRite We anc 


mY FTex ſuch time as Julius Ceſar had compel'd the Brz- 


..F@ims,to become Tributaries to the Roman Empire, Ann. _ 

 Mund; 20» c_ He: by:v-fou ftw ett v afs that a- 
> role at Rome, was obliged to continue at Home for many 
Years. During which time , ether through his remiſs Govern- 
ment, or elſe being not mindful of thoſe Kingdoms and'Provinces, 
which had ſworn Allegiance unto him, they revolt from their Obe- 
- dience, inſomuch, that after his Deceaſe, the ſucceeding Empe- 
- rours, (viz. ) Oftauian Auguſtus, Tiberius Claudins, and Cajus 
Caligula, thought it more Prudence, carefully to preſerve what 
they had: already: gotten, i rather than uncertainly to graſp at any 
more : By which means Britain was left, as it were, almoſt for- 
gotten; until one Ber:icus, a Noble-man, Born 1n Britazz ( who 
for Sedition, and other high Miſdemeanours, was.expel d his Na- 
tive Country ) greatly ſolicited Claudius, the Son of Drucrs, who 
was newly choſen Emperour , by the Pretorian Souldiers ( 42. 
Dom. 4-3..) to.reduce Britarn again tg the: Roman. Obedience; who 
being over-perſwaded thereunto , Claudius Ceſar raiſeth a power- 
ful Army out of Gau/. (ar France.) and: other Places, and ſends 
them againſt Br:i#azz , under:the. Condudtiof Au/nrs Plautins.; ts 
Pretaria, or Deputy ( Ann. Domi 44.) who, having croſſed the 
Seas; landeth his Army without Oppoſition, and giveth Battle'to 
Togodumus, theu King, whom he forceth toaRetreat : But in this 
their good: Succelsi they.did, not ; long continue; for the Bri#ams 
did ſo aflault the Romans, with.their daily Fighting, and Skir- 
| | | A miſhing, 
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miſhing, that Aulus Plautius was conſtrained to ſend to Rome for 
Claudius Ceſar (according to-his own Appointment before, if Oc- 
cafion ſo required ). who after ſome Dapgers upon the Seas, ſafely 
arrived in Britain, and ſoon joins his Forces with Aulus Plautins, 
his Deputy. | 

The Succeſs of whoſe War, according to Don, was the taking 
of Camolodunum, (now Maldon in Eſſex) the chief Seat of the 
Britiſh Kings; the SubjeRion of that part thereof next the Gauls, 
the diſarming of the Inhabitants, and the placing of a Colony of . 
old Roman Souldiers therein , Claudius Ce/ar being the firſt that 
_ ever fixed a compleat Conqueſt in Br:tazm. | | 

Theſe . Things being. happily: atchiev'd , Ce/ar, at the End of 
fix Months, returned to Rome, leaving Publius O/torius Scapula, 
his Pretoria, ( or Deputy ) to end the War ; who ſoon reduced 
the higher Part of Br:zamn into the Form of a Roman Province ; 
taking the Dobuntes ( who then poſleſs'd Oxford /bire, and Glou- 
ce/ter-/hire,) into his ProteQtion. | | 

But our Br:zt;/b Hiſtorians ( viz.) Jeffery of Monmouth, Llan- 
quer, and Others relate theſe Things far otherwiſe; ſaying, That 
eArviragus, the Youngeſt Son of Cunobeline, ( not Togodumus ) 
was. King, of: the Brrfams, Ann. Dom. 4.5. In which Year, (ſay 
they ) -Claudimus Ceſar camein-Perſon againſt Britain, who, when 
He cou:id not obratirivy rorenmsf Arme, came tn x Compoſition 
with .froiragus, and gave him his Daughter Ferni//a in Marriage, 
which Marriage, (ſay they ) was conſummated at Glouce//er, 
Hereupon King Arvwragss, to make the Town more famous, 
where this Marriage was ſolemnized, did not only Beautify the 
ſame, but he likewiſe greatly Enlarged it with new Buildings, and 
gave it the Name of Cl/auaia-Ca/tria, or ( Ca/trum,) alluding to 


Claudius Ceſar's Name. 

But Yam of Malmsbury, an approved Author, tells you, 
that theſe were idle Fables, begun by. Zeffery of e Monmouth, and 
carried on by their Hiſtorians, and Commentators, Men altoge- 
ther ignorant and unskilfu] in Antiquity , whoſe Truth and Au- 
thority 1s ſo much to be: doubted , that no Man of Senſe will 
give any Credit to them. "A 7, 

Now Dr. P/ozz , in his Hiſtory. of Oxferd//brre ( pag. 135.) 
Jaith, That if it be urged out of Poxnticus Yirinms, and ſome 
: Others, that the Emperour Claudius was at G/ouce/ter, and that 
he either Enlarged, or Built that City, after his own Name, in 
Memory of the Marriage of his Daughter Jenni/a,with Arviragus, 
the then King of the Britains - Nevertheleſs (faith he) it muſt 
be anſwered, That notwithſtanding the Name of Claudius-Ca- 
firum, (now Glouceſter) yet, in all likelihood, there was never any 
\uch Matter ; for neither S4e/onis nor Dion, (who both lived 
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in his time, and had each of them born the Office of Conſul, ) do 
make mention of any ſuch Name as Zena, or that the was fo 
diſpoſed of by him in Marriage, altho' they both do number up 
how many Children Claudins Ceſar had. Beſides all this, the 
Dr. further adds, How was-it poflible that Claudius Ce/ar, who 
came hither, and returned back to Rome in 1x Months, ſhould 


| have ſo much time as to come to Clouce/fer, being a Place far in 


the Country, much more to build or re-edify that City? For Dor 
exprelly faith , that C/audns Ceſar was but fixteen Days in Brz: 


zain, and in all Probability, thoſe fixteen Days were ſpent iff or- 


dering his Army, and that Arv:ragus was not known to Claudius 
Ce/ar, but that he rather lived in the time of Domzzarn the fixth 
in Succeſſion after him. | TY | 

Now altho' it cannot be certainly proved ( by any reputable 
Author). who was Glouce/zer's firſt Founder , yet moſt certain it 
1s, that the Romans did Build it, and that of. ſet Purpoſe to be 
like a Yoke, as it were, upon the Necks of the S/rres, a fierce 
and warlike People, who then pofleſs'd all that' Tract of Ground; 
which lieth between the two great Rivers, (v:z.) Fye and Se- 
vern, called by the ancient Britains, Yaga, and Hafferne, © of pur- 
poſe to curb their violent Incurfions.. And it 1s altogether as cer- 
tain, that the Emperour Art0nznus'gave it the Name of G/evum, 
and that he there planted a Colony. of - Roman Soldiers , 'which 
were called, according tro Protomy, +Coloni-Grruum (or the White 
Colony ) and to confirm the ſame, the learned Cambder , in his 
former Treatiſe ſaith, (fol. 36.) That there was an ancient In- 
ſcription, found upon a Quadrant Stone in the Walls of Bazh, (vz.) 
Dec. Colonia Glev. vixit, Ann. LXXXVI. 


It farther appears, that after the Exturpation of the Romans, 


that the Saxons gave it the Name of of G/av-ce/ter, which Word, 
according to Ninins, (as Mr. Cambden well obſerveth) came from 
Glev, and ſo proportionably Glevum, from the Brizz/h Word Carre- 
Glow, which fignifieth, white, fair, or ſplendid; derived or taken 
from the High Duke G/ovz, or Glovis, Great-Grandfather to King 
Vortigern, trom whence Gloverna, after whom, the Lazmes 
called it Glouce/rie, and the Vulgar G/ouce/zer, &c. 


Having thus far ſpoken of its Original Foundation, and Name, 
come we, in the next place, to treat of the Honour and Reputa- 
tion it had in the time of the BriZams, with other Remarks to 
the Conqueſt, and from thence yon-have Variety of Obſeryations, 
to the Reign of King Henry the Eighth, who made it a City. 

I find nothing recorded, by any reputable Author, concerning 
the City, or Town, of G/2uce/ter, during the time that the Romans 
were here in Britgin - Neither have I met with any thing that 
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may be termed remarkable, till the coming in of Heng}, Prin ol 
of the Pagan Saxons, who, through their perfidious Tr Poe! | 
ſlew four Hundred and Sixty of the Br:ti/b Nobility upon the Plaif 
of Amsbury, within three Miles of Salisbury, at a Place called fined 
Srone-Henge ; which Stones are ſaid to have bcen there ereaed ag. 
a Monument, or Memorial of that moſt bloody and barbaroul 
Slaughter. Amonglit whom, at that time, was the valiant Elavh, q 
-Duke of Glouceſter, Brother unto Eldade, Biſhop of Gloncefterg 
Who finding of. a Stake, which by chance la iy on the Ground?He,? 
with his own Hands, flew. (according to Sr. William Dugdatey 
Seventeen of thoſe Saxons, and afterwards made his Eſcape to hig 
Dukedome of Glouce/ter , where he raiſed what Forces he coul! 
procure, and at Place called Maezbe/, on the North of Hunben, | 
meets with Hengs/7, gives him Battle , and defeats his Army, ; 
( Cambden out of Higden, fol. 298. ).. x 
Ezhel/tan , the 25th King of the IVeSt-Saxons, Died at Glow: ” 
ceSter , but was, Buried at : Malmsbury in Wlt-/hire , Aon, | A 
Dom. 940 '" 


King Edward the 'Confelivi held a famous Parliament at Glow=|; 
cefer, Ann. Dom. i503. During which time Cruffith , King of 
South- Wales, Rebelled ; and, with thirty Sail of Dani/h Shi Ps, eti-. | 
tereth the River Severn , doing great Spoil to the Country : But. 
at laſt he was taken at Biillen-Dane » the ſame we now call Bully, by 
and- there Behcaded ._ and Alteryards, his Head. was preſen 2d 40-4 


King Edward, at GlouceSter. x | 
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